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(57) ABSTRACT

There is provided a communications system (10) comprising
a plurality of base stations (12), a central station (16) and a
fiber optic communications network (14). Each base station
(12) comprises a shelter (20) for a passenger awaiting
transport, the shelter (20) having a wireless network access
point (22). The central station (16) is arranged to facilitate
communication between each base station (12) and a com-
munications network (18) and the fiber optic communica-
tions network (14) is arranged to facilitate communication
between each base station (12) and the central station (16).

10 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

This application claims the priority of Malaysian no. PI
2011006302 filed Dec. 28, 2011, hereby incorporated by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a communications sys-
tem.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Passengers awaiting transport, such as at a bus shelter,
generally do not have access to infrastructure that would
allow them to access online services such as email, online
banking, shopping and entertainment and news services.
Instead, waiting passengers will generally be required to use
relatively expensive mobile broadband services.

There is therefore a need for technological advancement.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a first aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a communications system comprising:

a plurality of base stations, each base station comprising

a shelter for a passenger awaiting transport, the shelter
having a wireless network access point;

a central station arranged to facilitate communication
between each base station and a communications net-
work; and

a fibre optic communications network arranged to facili-
tate communication between each base station and the
central station.

In one embodiment, the wireless network access points
are radio frequency network access points. In one particular
example, the radio frequency network access points are
millimeter wave radio frequency network access points.

The fibre optic communications network is typically
arranged to facilitate radio over fibre (RoF) communications
between each base station and the central station.

In one example, the fibre optic communications network
comprises a splitter system arranged between the base
stations and the central station, the splitter system being
arranged to facilitate communications between respective
optical fibre links that connect respective base stations to the
splitter system and at least one optical fibre link that con-
nects the splitter system to the central station.

In one embodiment, the fibre optic communications net-
work comprises at least one fibre optic distribution system
arranged between the splitter and a plurality of base stations,
the fibre optic distribution system being arranged to facili-
tate communications between the plurality of base stations
and the splitter system.

The communications network may be the Internet, how-
ever it will be appreciated that the communication network
may be any other appropriate network such as an intranet or
other local area network.

In one embodiment at least some of the base stations are
arranged along at least a portion of a transportation route. In
this way, passengers who transit along the transportation
route are able to use the communications system at different
points of the transportation route. In one example, a wireless
range provided by each wireless network access point is
sufficient so as to provide substantially continuous network
coverage over at least a portion of the transportation route.
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In one embodiment, the shelter of at least one base station
comprises:

a roof portion;

photovoltaic cells disposed on the roof portion, the pho-

tovoltaic cells being arranged to convert solar energy
into electrical energy; and

an energy distribution system arranged to receive electri-

cal energy from the photovoltaic cells and to provide
the electrical energy to at least one electrically powered
component of the base station;

wherein the base station is arranged such that the wireless

network access point is powered by the energy distri-
bution system.

The at least one base station may comprise at least one of
the following electrically powered components:

a lighting system;

a display system;

an audio system; and

a security system.

The at least one base station may comprise a battery
system arranged to store electrical energy converted by the
photovoltaic cells. The at least one base station may be
arranged such that the electrically powered components of
the at least one base station can receive stored electrical
energy from the battery system, for example at times when
sunlight is not impinging on the photovoltaic cells.

The lighting system may comprise at least one LED light.
In this way, the energy consumption of the lighting system
will typically be lower than one that uses more traditional
lights, allowing for more efficient use of the energy distri-
bution system.

The at least one base station may be arranged to detect an
amount of ambient light and to turn the lighting system on
if the amount of detected ambient light is below a prede-
termined threshold. In one embodiment the at least one base
station comprises a light detector wherein the amount of
ambient light is detected using the light detector. In another
embodiment, the amount of ambient light is detected by
measuring an output of the photovoltaic cells. In this
embodiment, the at least one base station is arranged such
that, if the output of the photovoltaic cells is below a
predetermined threshold, the lighting system is turned on.

The display system and/or the audio system may be
arranged to provide information or services such as adver-
tising or entertainment to users of the shelter. The display
system and the audio system may operate separately or in
conjunction with one another to provide the information or
services. Content output by the display and/or audio systems
may be provided by the communications system.

The security system may comprise an appropriate security
monitoring system such as a closed circuit television system
or a security system that uses Internet protocol (IP) cameras.
The security system may be arranged to provide security
video to security and/or law enforcement personnel. In one
embodiment, the at least one base station is arranged to
provide the security video to the security and/or law enforce-
ment personnel via the communications system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the present invention may be more clearly
ascertained, embodiments of the present invention will now
be described, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a communications
system in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;
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FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a communications
system in accordance with a further embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of components of the
communications system of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4a is an isometric view of a base station of the
communications system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4b is a front view of the base station of FIG. 1a;

FIG. 4c is a side view of the base station of FIG. 1a; and

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of the base station of FIG.
4.

DESCRIPTION OF AN EMBODIMENT OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a communications system 10. The commu-
nications system 10 comprises a plurality of base stations 12
connected via a fibre optic communications network 14 to a
central station 16. The central station is in communication
with a network 18. In this example the network 18 is the
Internet although it will be appreciated that the network 18
may be any appropriate network such as an intranet or other
local area network.

Each base station 12 is a shelter 20 for passengers
awaiting transport. In this example, the shelters 20 are bus
shelters, although it will be appreciated that the shelters 20
may be train shelters, tram shelters, taxi shelters or any other
appropriate passenger shelters. It will also be appreciated
that the shelters 20 may be a combination of different types
of shelters.

Each shelter 20 comprises a wireless network access point
22. The wireless network access points 22 are accessible by
passengers awaiting transport and, in conjunction with the
rest of the communications system 10, allow the waiting
passengers to access the network 18.

A plurality of wireless network access points 22 of
respective shelters 20 are connected via fibre optic links 23
to a respective optical fibre distribution box 24. In this
example, three wireless network access points 22 are con-
nected to a single optical fibre distribution box 24 via
respective optical fibre links 23. There are four optical fibre
distribution boxes 24, each servicing three respective wire-
less access points 22 to provide for a total of twelve wireless
access points 22 in this particular communications network
10.

It will be appreciated that the amount of wireless network
access points 22 and optical fibre distribution boxes are
purely illustrative, and any appropriate arrangement or
amount of these components of the communications system
10 are envisaged.

Each optical fibre distribution box 24 is in turn connected,
via a respective fibre optic link 25, to a splitter system 26.
The splitter system 26 is arranged to facilitate communica-
tions between the fibre distribution boxes 24 with the central
station via an optical fibre link 27.

In this example, the wireless network access points 22 are
radio frequency network access points, particularly milli-
meter wave radio frequency network access points.

The fibre optic communications network 14 is therefore
arranged to facilitate radio over fibre (RoF) communications
between each base station 12 and the central station 16.

In this example, wherein the base stations 12 are bus
shelters 20, at least some of the bus shelters 20 may be
arranged along at least a portion of a bus route. In this way,
passengers who transit along the bus route are able to use the
same communications system 10 at different points of the
bus route, for example while they are waiting for the bus,
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and when they disembark from the bus. For some embodi-
ments, a wireless range provided by each wireless network
access point 22 may be sufficient so as to provide substan-
tially continuous network coverage over at least a portion of
the bus route.

FIG. 2 shows another example communications system
30. The communications system 30 has some similar com-
ponents to the communications system 10 and comprises a
plurality of base stations 12 having wireless network access
points 22 in communication with a central station 16. The
central station 16 is in turn connected to a network (not
shown). The communications system 30 comprises direct
optical links 32 between each base station 12 and the central
station 16. FIG. 2 also illustrates a wireless network access
region 34 surrounding one of the base stations 12. The
wireless network access region 34 is provided by a respec-
tive wireless network access point 22 of the base station 12.

Components of the communications system 10, 30 that
allow for communication between the base stations 12 and
the central station 16 will now be described in more detail
with reference to FIG. 3.

In general, the components described with reference to
FIG. 3 are arranged to allow for millimeter-wave radio over
fibre (RoF) communication between the central station 16
and the wireless network access point 22.

FIG. 3 shows a wireless network access point 22 of a base
station 12 connected to the central station 16 via optical fibre
links 32' and 32". Optical fibre link 32' is typically used for
communication from the central station 16 to the wireless
network access point 22, while optical fibre link 32" is
typically used for communication from the wireless network
access point 22 to the central station 16. It will be appreci-
ated that additional components such as the optical fibre
distribution boxes 24 and the splitter 26 may be arranged
between the wireless network access point 22 and the central
station 16, however they have been omitted from FIG. 3 for
ease of explanation.

The central station 16 comprises a millimeter-wave gen-
erator 36 arranged to generate an optical carrier signal with
a wavelength in the order of millimeters. Optical carrier
signals generated by the generator 36 are modulated with
data signals 37 communicated from the network 18 by
means of the modulator 38. The modulated signals are then
communicated to the wireless network access point 22 via
the optical fibre link 32"

The central station 16 also comprises a photodetector 40
arranged to convert optical signals received via the optical
fibre link 32". The central station 16 is arranged to convert
optical signals received by the photodetector 40 into data
signals for communication to the network 18. The generator
36, modulator 38 and photodetector 40 are controlled in an
appropriate manner by means of a controller 42.

The wireless network access point 22 comprises a pho-
todetector 44 arranged to receive modulated data signals
from the central station 16 via the optical fibre link 32'.
Signals received by the photodetector 44 are filtered by a
band pass filter 46 before being passed through an optical
circulator 48 which is arranged to send the filtered signal to
an antenna 50. The antenna 50 is arranged to radiate the data
signal that originated from the network 18 to an appropri-
ately enabled communications device associated with a
waiting passenger.

The waiting passenger’s wireless communications device
may be any appropriate device such as a mobile phone,
laptop or tablet computing device with wireless networking
functionality.
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The antenna 50 is also arranged to receive wireless data
signals from the waiting passenger’s communications
device, where it is then passed by the optical circulator 50
to a band pass filter 52. From here, the data signal is mixed
with at least a portion of the signal that was received by the
photodetector 44 by means of a mixer 54.

In this example, at least a portion of the signal received by
the photodetector 44 functions as a local oscillator, and
avoids the need for supplying the wireless network access
point 22 with its own millimeter wave generator. For
example, at least a portion of the signal received by the
photodetector 44 can be filtered (not shown) so as to obtain
a signal having properties based on the carrier signal gen-
erated by the generator 36. This signal can then be mixed
with the wireless data signal received by the antenna 50 for
transmission to the central station 16.

The at least a portion of the signal is amplified by means
of an amplifier 56 before being fed to the mixer 54.

After the data signal is mixed with the signal portion, it is
amplified by means of an amplifier 58 before being fed to a
laser diode 60 arranged to transmit the amplified signal via
the optical fibre link 32" to the central station 16.

An example base station 12 will now be described in more
detail with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5.

FIG. 4 shows the base station 12 comprising the shelter
20. The shelter 20 comprises a roof portion 70, with pho-
tovoltaic cells 72 being disposed on the roof portion 70. The
photovoltaic cells 72 being arranged to convert solar energy
into electrical energy. The base station 12 also comprises an
energy distribution system 74, shown schematically in FIG.
5, arranged to receive electrical energy from the photovol-
taic cells 72 and to provide the electrical energy to electri-
cally powered components of the base station 12 such as the
wireless network access point 22.

In addition to the wireless network access point 22, the
base station 12 may comprise any manner and variety of
electrically powered components. In general, the electrically
powered components will provide some form of use, benefit,
or effect for or on the awaiting passengers. For example, the
base station 12 may comprise any one or more of the
following:

a lighting system 76;

a display system 78;

an audio system (not shown); and

a security system 80.

The energy distribution system 74 comprises components
that allow it to receive electrical energy from the photovol-
taic cells 72 and to power electrical components such as
those listed above. In this example, the energy distribution
system 74 comprises a battery system 84 arranged to store
electrical energy provided by the photovoltaic cells 72.
Electrical energy received from the photovoltaic cells 72 is
fed to a charge controller 82 arranged to charge the battery
system 84.

The battery system 84 is connected to an inverter 86 that
is arranged to convert DC electricity stored in the battery
system 84 to AC electricity that is usable by the components
of'the base station 12. AC electricity output from the inverter
42 is then fed to an AC electrical distribution module 44
arranged to provide AC electricity to the components of the
system 10.

The base station 12 is arranged such that the electrically
powered components thereof can receive stored electrical
energy from the battery system 84, for example at times
when sunlight is not impinging on the photovoltaic cells 72.
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The base station 12 is arranged to detect an amount of
ambient light and to turn the lighting system 76 on if the
amount of detected ambient light is below a predetermined
threshold.

In one embodiment the base station 12 comprises a light
detector wherein the amount of ambient light is detected
using the light detector. In another embodiment, the amount
of ambient light is detected by measuring an output of the
photovoltaic cells 72. In this embodiment, the base station
12 is arranged such that, if the output of the photovoltaic
cells 72 is below a predetermined threshold, the lighting
system 76 is turned on. It will be appreciated that the energy
for powering the lighting system 76 will be provided by the
battery system 84 since, typically, the amount of sunlight
impinging on the photovoltaic cells 72 at times when
lighting is required would be insufficient to power the
lighting system 76.

The display system 78 and the audio system can be
arranged to operate separately or in conjunction with one
another to provide information or services to passengers
waiting at the shelter 20. For example, the display system 78
and the audio system can operate together as an audio-visual
system to deliver advertising content to the passengers, or to
provide entertainment such as television shows. Content,
such as the advertising or television content, can be provided
via the wireless network access point 22.

The security system 80 may comprise an appropriate
security monitoring system such as a closed circuit televi-
sion (CCTV) system or a security system that uses Internet
protocol (IP) cameras. The security system 80 is arranged to
provide security video to security and/or law enforcement
personnel to assist in monitoring the safety of passengers
using the shelter 20 and to deter vandalism and other acts of
antisocial behavior in and around the shelter 20. The security
system 80 is powered by the energy distribution system 74
and can transmit video and/or audio to the security and/or
law enforcement personnel via the communications system
10.

Modifications and variations as would be apparent to a
skilled addressee are determined to be within the scope of
the present invention.

In the claims which follow and in the preceding descrip-
tion of the invention, except where the context requires
otherwise due to express language or necessary implication,
the word “comprise” or variations such as “comprises” or
“comprising” is used in an inclusive sense, i.e. to specify the
presence of the stated features but not to preclude the
presence or addition of further features in various embodi-
ments of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A communications system comprising:

a plurality of base stations, each base station comprising
a shelter for a passenger awaiting transport, the shelter
having a wireless network access point;

a central station arranged to facilitate communication
between each base station and a communications net-
work; and

a fibre optic communications network arranged to facili-
tate communication between each base station and the
central station;

wherein the fibre optic communications network com-
prises a splitter system arranged between the base
stations and the central station, the splitter system being
arranged to facilitate communications between respec-
tive optical fibre links that connect respective base
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stations to the splitter system, and at least one optical
fibre link that connects the splitter system to the central
station;

wherein each of the shelter of the base station comprises:
a roof portion;

photovoltaic cells disposed on the roof portion, the pho-
tovoltaic cells being arranged to convert solar energy
into electrical energy; and

an energy distribution system arranged to receive electri-
cal energy from the photovoltaic cells and to provide
the electrical energy to at least one electrically powered
component of the base station;

wherein the base station is arranged such that the wireless
network access point is powered by the energy distri-
bution system;

wherein the base station comprises a battery system
arranged to store electrical energy converted by the
photovoltaic cells;

wherein the base station is arranged such that the electri-
cally powered components of the base station can
receive stored electrical energy from the battery sys-
tem;

wherein the base station comprises the following electri-
cally powered components:

a lighting system;

a display system;

an audio system; and

a security system;

wherein the lighting system comprises at least one LED
light; wherein the base station is arranged to detect an
amount of ambient light and to turn the lighting system
on if the amount of detected ambient light is below a
predetermined threshold;

wherein the base station comprises a light detector
wherein the amount of ambient, light is detected using
the light detector;

wherein the amount of ambient light is detected by
measuring an output of the photovoltaic cells;

wherein the base station is arranged such that, if the
output of the photovoltaic cells is below a predeter-
mined threshold, the lighting system is turned on;

wherein the security system comprises a closed circuit
television system or a security system that uses Internet
protocol (IP) cameras;

wherein the security system is arranged to provide secu-
rity video to security and/or law enforcement person-
nel;

wherein the base station is arranged to provide the secu-
rity video to the security and/or law enforcement per-
sonnel via the communications system;
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wherein wireless network access point is millimeter wave

radio frequency network access point;

wherein the communications network is the Internet, and;

wherein the wireless network access point comprises:

a photodetector receiving the modulated data, signals

from the central station;

a band pass filter connecting to the photodetector;

an optical circulator sending filtered signal to an antenna;

the antenna radiating data signal that originated from the

communications network to an enabled communica-
tions device associated with a waiting passenger;

a mixer in connection with and mixing signals from the

photo detector and optical circulator; and

a laser diode in connection with the mixer and transmit-

ting signals to the central station.

2. The communications system of claim 1, wherein the
fibre optic communications network is arranged to facilitate
radio over fibre communications between each base station
and the central station.

3. The communications system of claim 1, wherein the
fibre optic communications network comprises at least one
fibre optic distribution system arranged between the splitter
and a plurality of base stations, the fibre optic distribution
system being arranged to facilitate communications between
the plurality of base stations and the splitter system.

4. The communications system of claim 1, wherein at
least some of the base stations are arranged along at least a
portion of a transportation route.

5. The communications system of claim 4, wherein the
communications system is arranged so as to allow passen-
gers who transit along the transportation route to use the
communications system at different points of the transpor-
tation route.

6. The communications system of claim 4, wherein a
wireless range provided by each wireless network access
point is sufficient so as to provide substantially continuous
network coverage over at least a portion of the transportation
route.

7. The communications system of claim 1, wherein the
display system and/or the audio system are arranged to
provide information or services to users of the shelter.

8. The communications system of claim 7, wherein the
display system and the audio system operate in conjunction
with one another to provide the information or services.

9. The communications system of claim 7, wherein con-
tent output by the display and/or audio systems is provided
by the communications system.

10. The communications system of claim 7, wherein, the
information or services is advertising or entertainment infor-
mation or services.



